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HARI OM 
December began with feeding the homeless on the 3rd.  Many devotees came 
to make the lunch bags which were delivered to the local Emergency Housing 
Consortium shelter. Maha Lakshmi and Balaji Abhishekam was performed for 
Marga srram masa with the help of Manoj Kumar, Vittala Das, and Krishna. 
N. Swamiji explained that Hanuman Jayanti is celebrated to commemorate the 
birth of Hanuman Ji, the Almighty Lord who is the symbol of strength and en-
ergy. Hanuman is worshipped for his unyielding devotion to Lord Rama and is 
remembered for his selfless dedication to God. Hanuman is considered the liv-
ing embodiment of the Karma Yogi (one whose meditation and devotion are 
demonstrated through hard work or service). He once said "I am a humble 
messenger of Sri Rama. I have come here to serve Rama, to do His work. By 
the command of Lord Rama, I have come here. I am fearless by the Grace of 
Lord Rama. I am not afraid of death. I welcome it if it comes while serving 
Lord Rama." In return for his unconditional love and devotion, Lord Rama 
granted him everlasting life. He promised that he would be worshipped along-
side Rama and that his idol would be placed next to his. Once, Sita gave 
Hanuman a necklace of pearls. After a while, the residents of the city ob-
served him breaking the necklace and inspecting each pearl minutely. Intrigued 
they asked him the reason. "I am looking for Rama and Sita,"replied 
Hanuman. Laughing at his apparent naivety the spectators pointed out to him 
that the royal couple was at the moment seated on the imperial throne. "But 
Rama and Sita are everywhere, including my heart"wondered aloud the true 
bhakta. Not understanding the depth of his devotion, they further teased him: 
"So Rama and Sita live in your heart, can you show them to us?" 
Unhesitatingly, Hanuman stood up and with his sharp talons tore open his 
chest. There, within his throbbing heart, the astonished audience were taken 
aback to find enshrined an image of Rama and Sita. Never again did anyone 
make fun of Hanuman's devotion. On Hanuman Jayanti the Hanuman Chalisa 
and Sundrakhanda Ramayana (written by Tulsi Das) is recited by devotees, 
glorifying Hanuman. Sundrakhanda was recited by Mahendra Seti, Pushpa 
Dhar, and others. Hanuman is also featured in the Mahabharata. How Bhima, 
one of the Pandava brothers, met Hanuman is itself a marvelous tale. 
Hanuman recognized Bhima as his brother, since both were born with the 
blessings of Pavana, the Wind God. Hanuman promised to aid the Pandavas in 
the big battle of Kurukshetra. Hanuman positioned himself in the flag of 
Arjuna's chariot to secure and stabilize the war-craft. The triangular saffron 
flag of Hanuman stands for stability and equilibrium, sense-control and mind-
control, and a sure sign of victory over all that is based in kauravas.

Divinity is only being full of noble qualities. In our country some men and 
women have later come to be honored as divine beings, winning the rever-
ence, the devotion and the love of the common people. Hanuman is one such 
great soul. According to legend, Hanuman is the son of the Wind God. Air 
sustains all living beings. One can exist without food, spend days without wa-
ter; but it is impossible to exist even for a short time without air. Air is life. 
Therefore, Hanuman is also called 'Pranadeva' or the God of Life. Hanuman 
was a master of music, expert in dance and drama. So, he is worshipped with 
love and devotion by musicians and actors. He was also a great yogi or mys-
tic. Hanuman was born to Anjanadevi and Vaayu, the wind God. Hanuman is 
also called 'Aanjaneya', son of Anjana. Hanuman was extraordinary from the 
very moment of his birth. There are many interesting stories about his child-
hood. When he was small, Hanuman felt very hungry. Looking up he saw in 
the east something red. Hanuman thought that the red sun was a fruit and flew 
up to snatch it. What was a child's whim became something serious. Though 
the sun's heat burnt his face, Hanuman was determined and continued to fly 
towards the sun. Indra, the Lord of Heaven, feared that the sun might be 
caught. So he hit at Hanuman with his terrible weapon Vajrayudha. Hanuman 
fell down and was hurt. His cheeks became swollen. Now, Hanuman's father, 
the Wind God became very angry, so he would not move at all. In all the 
three worlds there was no air to breathe. Then all the gods came and consoled 
the Wind God. Each god conferred a boon upon the little Hanuman. Brahma 
and Creator said, "No weapon will be able to kill this boy." Indra said to the 
boy, "You will be a 'Chiranjeevi' (immortal)." Today devotees recite Hanumans 
name with Rama. Hanuman blesses all his bhaktas by removing all their fear 
and ignorance and providing them with strength and intellect. 

Balaji Temple wishes everyone a very happy new year!

--Balaji Temple board

OM NAMO BHAGAVATE PANDURANGAYA

ANYE TVEAMAJANANTAH 
SRUTVANYEBHYA UPASATE |

TEPI CATITARANTYEVA 
MRTYUM SRUTIPARAYANAH ||

Others, not knowing thus; worship as they have heard from 
others; they too cross beyond death, by being devoted to 

whatever they hear respectfully. B. G 13  25

ETAIR VIMUKTAH KAUNTEYA 
TAMODVARAIS TRIBHIR NARAH |

ACARATYAMANAH SREYAS 
TATO YATI PARAM GATIM ||

The man who is released from these three gates of darkness,  
O Arjuna, he practices, what is good for him and thus goes to 

the highest state. B. G. 16  22

Jai Sri Hanumanji

  

Sri N. Swamiji at homeless shelter
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Temple open daily from 8.00 am to 9.00 pm

Daily Puja & Aarti 
Morning         8:00 AM 
Afternoon     12:30 PM 
Evening          8:30 PM

Every Monday 
Rudrabhishekam (Shiva Puja)  7:00 PM

Every Tuesday 
Hanumanji Puja    7:00 PM

Every Wednesday 
Meditation    7:30 PM

Every Thursday    
Shri Sai Bhajans    7:30 PM

Every Friday 
Santoshimata Puja    7:00 PM
Lakshmi Puja, Lalitha Stotram & Mahaprasadam

Every Saturday 
Sri Venkateshwara      8:00 AM
Suprabhatam Seva & Vishnu Stotram

Every Sunday 
Yoga & Childrens class by Pushpa Dhar 9:30 AM
Bhajans, Puja & Aarti   7:00 PM
 

Every Sankasthahara Chaturthi 
Sri Ganesha Puja    7:00 PM

Every Purnima 
Sri Satyanarayana Puja   6:30 PM
 

Third Thursday of every month 
Homeless feeding service
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MONTHLY  EVENTS
 

January 1st, Thursday
New Years Sri Ganesh Abhishekam    8:30 AM
& Archana for all day
 

January 2nd, Friday
Devi Puja      6:30 PM
 

January 3rd, Saturday
Free Medical Check up       10:30 AM - 12:30 PM
by Dr. Ashok Kumar
 

January 4th, Sunday
Sri Lalitha Stotram Puja    7:00 PM
 

January 7th, Wednesday
Vaikuntha Ekadasi      8:30 AM
Puja & Vaikuntha Dwara open
 

January 10th, Saturday
Purnima Sri Venkatesh Abhishekam    6:00 PM
and Sri Satyanarayana Puja
 

January 11th, Sunday
Govinda Nama Sankirtana    7:00 PM
 

January 14th, Wednesday
Pongal / Makar Sankranti    7:00 PM
and Sankatahara Chaturthi
 

January 18th, Sunday
Sri Ramanam Sankirtana    7:00 PM
 

January 25th, Sunday
Sri Rudra Abhishekam     7:00 PM

OUR PURPOSE

The purpose of Balaji Temple is to form a Hindu Temple and Vedic Cultural Center on the Peninsula in the heart of 
Silicon Valley where people cani come together to study and worship, regardless of our different backgrounds. Our aim is 
to promote the feeling of universal love and unity among all people.
 

We will share the ancient wisdom of the Vedas and the Upanishads (sacred texts of India) with individuals of all ages and 
backgrounds. We will celebrate the One Truth behind all religions: that God is One and in all of us. Our worship service 
are free and open to all who wish to celebrate with us. All are welcome.
 

We have acquired land at P.O. Box 1146, 5004 N. First Street, San Jose, CA 95002 to construct our new temple. 
Construction to begin soon. Your generosity will expedite this good cause.

 

 Balaji temple devotees


